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yearly engrossing more of the soil of Bengal, and the
population requiring food-grains was at the same time
rapidly multiplying. Proposals were constantly being
made to Government for improving the native breeds
of cattle, for introducing better sorts of seed, better
processes of agriculture, better implements of tillage,
and more lucrative crops. A story was current of an
energetic District Officer who had, in one year,
changed the cotton cultivation of a great territory
by getting the husbandmen supplied with a higher
quality of seed, and riding through the villages de-
claring he would plough up every field which he
found sown with the old. He succeeded; but had
a famine resulted, he would have been dismissed
the service. The solution which the average local
officer arrived at was of a less heroic sort It
consisted, in the first place, of getting up a cattle
show, or an exhibition of produce, with the dernier
resort of beguiling some Rdji into ordering an im-
proved pump, or a neatly painted patent plough from
Ipswich.

In short, the increase of the population, the vast
outlets for Indian products to Europe, and the accu-
mulation of wealth, had raised the problem of how
far, and in what forms, would the application of capital
to land be profitable in Bengal. * I really think/
wrote Lord Mayo in a private letter to Lord Napier
of Ettrick, in 1869, 'that the time is come when we
ought to start something like an agricultural depart-
ment in the Government of India, with branches in
the Presidencies and the Lieutenant-Governorships.